I4	FOREWORD
to give me a modest claim to set down my memories of this
strangely fascinating man and his milieu. Those who knew
him intimately are aware that in personal intercourse he
impressed less by aggressive personality than by the tare
quality of his mind, by the great breadth, chpicencss and
readiness of his culture, by his gift of stimulating talk, and
by his social talent. I can think of few contemporaries who
were his equals in this last respect.
But my personal recollections of Prince Billow leave me
in no way dependent upon my impressions of a statesman off
his guard. They need to be supplemented by psychological
study of a highly complex character who had the girt^ of
appearing completely simple in personal intercourse. This
was a perfected art which he practised skilfully ixs a writer
and even more skilfully as a talker. But those who co-
operated with him in a difficult period—for instance, his
wife, his Emperor, his bosom friend Eulcitburg, and his
evil genius Baron Holstein—also need to be closely studied
by contemporary and future authors who may write of
Billow.
The account of his life with which I open my book h
included within the category of personal recollection. From
the moment he became Foreign Secretary, he teadily gave me
access to documents, both German and foreign, which were
intended to give an account of his earlier career. He had
notes prepared for me by a friend. He did not tell me whc > the
friend was, but I think I have some grounds for assuming
that it was that most intimate companion of his youth, Prince
Arenberg, member of the Centre party.
And so the account of his career may, as fat as the facts
are concerned, daim to be authoritative. As he himself once
wrote to^tne, he supplied me with the rough building material,
the shaping of which needed, as he kindly put it, my " skilled
hand."
After I had come to know him in 1895 as Ambassador in
Rome, I realised his intellectual significance and, before he
was entrusted shortly afterwards with a term as temporary
head of the Foreign Office, marked him down, not only as a
future Secretary of State, but also as a future Imperial Chan-
cellor. I wrote to this effect in the Neue Freie Press*. In the
collected speeches of Prince Billow published in the

